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Abstract

The political and social connections between the Malayan overseas Chinese and China originated in
the drastic turmoil in China of the early twentieth century. In response to the revolution for a new country,
natural and man-made disasters, or resistance to foreign invasions, numerous charity performances of
drama and fundraising activities thrived in Malaya. Especially after the Marco Polo Bridge Incident
in 1937, which escalated into the full-scale outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War, the Malayan overseas
Chinese further aroused a strong patriotism, emphasizing the practices of the anti-Japanese war as the
imperative of rescuing the country, bringing the theater movement to an unprecedented peak. In the same
year, the Sin Chew Amateur Drama Society ( £ iNZEERFEEIL ), composed of locals and literati from
southern China, emerged as a leading theater troupe spearheading the development of local drama with
its abundant talents in Malaya during the initial stages of the Anti-Japanese war.

The core members of the Sin Chew Amateur Drama Society were affiliated with the Malayan
Communist Party’ s peripheral organization Cultural Anti-Enemy Support Association ( 3 T ),
and this drama society as the hub for the organization's activities. Looking at the society’ s two-year
activities echoing to China’ s situation , in addition to the promotion of anti-Japanese war, the country-
rescued fundraising, and the display of its left-wing political identity, it also encouraged the staging
of dramas with a Nanyang regional vein and the artistic features. Therefore, based on its productions,
performances, the reviews of them, and various textual records, it can be found that the structure
of the society is fledged and meticulous. It not only connected with left-wing groups via dramatic
performances, aiming to kindle the local Chinese’ s imagination of motherland and national identity
by resorting to their crisis consciousness, but also produced and staged artistically rich dramatic
works. Despite the fact that, due to their horizons of dramatic art, their abilities in both practices and
organization, its members were regarded as the leaders and art indexes in the theatrical culture of that
time, their activeness in politics and expansion in influences ultimately led to their dissolution.

Keywords: Sin Chew Amateur Drama Society, Cultural Anti-Enemy Support Association,
Wau Tian, Anti-Japanese War Drama, Malayan Communist Party
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